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Using your iPhone to take photos is easy, convenient, and fun. I always have my iPhone with me everywhere I go and it has become my only camera for taking pictures. After taking a few hundred photos, however, what do I do with them? For me, I simply COPY them to my Windows PC and then delete them from my iPhone so that I free up that memory. Perhaps this can be helpful to you if you use your iPhone as your camera.

Actually, connecting your iPhone to your computer is not much different than connecting a portable drive. Once successfully connected to your Windows computer, you just need to access the iPhone’s memory that contains your photos. Fortunately, this is not difficult, here are the steps to follow:

1.  Turn on your computer and go to the desktop screen. It is usually best not to have any windows open or programs running.

2. It is usually a great idea to DELETE photos you do not want from your iPhone before you copy them to your PC. Why copy photos you do not want to keep?

3. Connect your iPhone to your computer using the cable from the phone to a USB port on your computer.

4. You may hear a “tone” (or several tones) as your phone turns itself on and establishes the connection. If your phone does not come on, turn it on. These “tones” are indicating that your iPhone has been detected by Windows and your iPhone may be “syncing” to your computer. For example, if you have iTunes for Windows installed on your computer, your iPhone will update and “sync” with that program. Just wait until this is completed and the tones stop.

5. You should see a text box on your phone that says: “Allow this device to access photos and videos?”  Please select “ALLOW”, otherwise it will not work.

6. If it is not yet open, OPEN Windows File Explorer (which is called Windows Explorer in older versions of Windows).

7. In the File Explorer window, on the left side, look for a NEW FOLDER listed called “Apple iPhone”. Think of this folder as you would as if it was a portable drive you connected to your computer.
8. Click on the small arrowhead to the left of “Apple iPhone” to open the FOLDER that is in it. You should now see the folder “Internal Storage” listed.

9. In the “Internal Storage” folder is a folder called “DCIM” (Digital Camera Images). It seems that ALL image capable devices have a DCIM folder to hold photos. Open that folder and you will see a folder called “100APPLE”. 
10. Open the “100APPLE” folder to see your photos!  Your iPhone has many memory areas and this is the folder (in the DCIM folder) that has your photos,
11. You can now copy or “drag” any photos you wish from there to any folder on your “C” drive or anyplace else. You can also DELETE photos from this folder and thus they will be deleted from your iPhone. This works no differently than if you were working with any files on any device using File Explorer!
12. When you are finished, simply unplug your phone from your PC. [NOTE that in most cases when you have connected another memory device to your computer, you should open the “Safely remove hardware and eject media” icon on the lower right corner of your desktop screen (near the clock and date) and then click on the device displayed to disconnect it. With my iPhone on Windows 10 this icon does not show the iPhone connected, so you can just unplug it.]

13. Check your iPhone to make sure it has the photos you want on it or deleted.

Once you have done this once or twice it will be easy for you to control where your photos are stored and free up your iPhone for more photos!

Now you can go take as many pictures with your iPhone as you want and you will not have to worry about using up all your iPhone memory. If you take videos, remember they take up much more memory than photos. Now get your iPhone and ask a friend to SMILE!

